Hunting and Trapping

Emerg ency Order Alaska Department

Under the Authority of AS 16.05.060 of Fish and Game

Emergency Order No. 03-08-20 Issued at: McGrath, Alaska
September 29, 2020

Effective Date: 12:01 A.M. Expiration Date: June 30, 2021

October 1, 2020 unless superseded by subsequent

emergency order

EXPLANATION:
This emergency order closes the winter registration hunt (RS380) for sheep located in Game
Management Unit 19C.

No other sheep hunting regulations in 19C are affected by this emergency order.

REGULATION:

Therefore, the following regulations in SAAC 85.055(4), HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG
LIMITS FOR SHEEP, are superseded by this emergency order, and the following provisions
are effective for hunting sheep:

Resident
Open Season
(Subsistence and Nonresident
Units and Bag Limits General Hunts) Open Season
(4)
Unit 19(C)
RESIDENT HUNTERS:
1 ram with full-curl horn or larger, by Aug. 1 -Aug.5
youth hunt only; or
1 ram with full-curl horn or larger; or Aug. 10 - Sept. 20
1 sheep with 3/4-curl horn or less; the No Open Season

take of rams with both horns broken,
lambs, or ewes with lambs, is
prohibited; by registration permit only
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Resident

Open Season

(Subsistence and Nonresident
Units and Bag Limits General Hunts) Open Season
NONRESIDENT HUNTERS:
1 ram with full-curl horn or larger, Aug. 1 - Aug. 5
every 4 regulatory years, by youth hunt
only; or
1 ram with full-curl horn or larger, Aug. 10 - Sept. 20

every 4 regulatory years

All other sheep hunting regulations in Unit 19C are not affected by this emergency order.

JUSTIFICATION:

During Unit 19C surveys in 2019 we found far fewer sheep than in 2017. Data collected
during these surveys are used as an index and to determine the composition of the population.
Weather this summer was not conducive to conducting another survey to follow up on the
low numbers found in 2019. However, the department received widespread reports from
guides and hunters in the field this fall indicating drastically lower sheep numbers than they
have seen in previous years. These reports of low sheep numbers are also corroborated by
surveys in other portions of the Alaska Range conducted by the department this summer. Finally,
preliminary sheep harvest for fall 2020 also appears to be much lower than last year, further
indication that a population decline has occurred. We will attempt another survey next year.

The RS380 permit allows for the harvest of ewes and young rams and based upon current
data this population cannot sustain additional harvest at this time.

Doug Vincent-Lang
Commissioner

By delegation to: ﬂ ‘E‘

Joshua M. Peirce
Area Biologist
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The distribution of this Emergency Order is to the following list. Copies are available from
the Department of Fish and Game office in Fairbanks.
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Asst. Attorney General (BOG Liaison)
Division of Wildlife Conservation
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d. Regulations Coordination Team
e. Area Offices, Statewide

f. Information Management

g. Wildlife Information Centers

h. HQ Webmaster

State/Federal Regulations Coordinators
a. Anchorage
b. Anchorage (Federal)

Division of Subsistence

a. Bethel

b. HQ
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Coordinator
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a. Executive Director, Juneau

b. Boards Coordinator, Fairbanks
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c. Delta

d. Ft. Yukon

e. Nenana/Healy/Tanana

f. Tok
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a. Anchorage

b. Fairbanks
US Forest Service - Chugach
Koyukuk—Nowitna NWR
Gates of the Arctic National P&P
Innoko National Wildlife Refuge
Kanuti National Wildlife Refuge
Tanana Chiefs Conference - Fairbanks
GASH Advisory Committee
Koyukuk Advisory Committee
Middle Yukon Advisory Committee
Ruby Advisory Committee
Tanana/Rampart/Manley Advisory
Committee
Yukon Flats Advisory Committee
Minto-Nenana Advisory Committee
Alatna Village Council
Allakaket Village Council
Anaktuvuk Village Council
Evansville Village Council
Hughes Village Council
Huslia Village Council
Kaltag Village Council
Koyukuk Village Council
Nulato Village Council
Ruby Village Council
Louden Village Council
Grayling Village Council
Anvik Village Council
Kuskokwim Native Association
Chuathbaluk Traditional Council
Native Village of Lower Kalskag
Native Village of Napaimiut
Sleetmute Village Council
Crooked Creek Traditional Council
Lime Village Traditional Council
Red Devil Traditional Council
Stony River Traditional Council
Council of Athabaskan Tribal
Governments
McGrath Village Council
Nikolai Village Council
Steese Roadhouse
Department of Transportation, Bettles
Yukon Charley NWR — Eagle
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